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With more than a decade of experience in Financial Services and Human Resources, Lashea Reaves
brings skilled expertise in Financial Education and Career Development. As the Vice President of
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion for First Horizon, Lashea Reaves saw firsthand how the
foundation of personal finance was missing, especially for low-income students of color, and
established 8 Cents in a Jar — an award-winning 501c(3) nonprofit that creates opportunities for
students in underserved communities to achieve economic mobility through financial education. 

Since 2016, the organization has prepared over 2000 students to save money, acquire assets, and
diminish the cycle of generational poverty. Collectively, students as young as eight years old have
purchased stocks, opened high-yield savings accounts with a combined total of over $15,000,
acquired real-estate property, and most importantly, empowered students and their parents’
position to achieve economic and generational wealth. 

During COVID-19, most students saw a decrease in employment opportunities while facing
economic uncertainty. As a result, Lashea created a financial series for high school students titled
“I’ve Graduated, Now What” and personally mentored students to achieve an average credit score
of 731 and average savings total of $6,000, all during COVID-19. 

To advance the development of generational wealth within students and families, Lashea has
developed partnerships with Orange County Citizens’ Commission for Children, Rollins College
Upward Bound, along with national sponsorship to create Orlando Saves (with America Saves); a
campaign managed by the nonprofit Consumer Federation of America, motivates, encourages, and
supports low- to moderate-income households to save money, reduce debt, and build wealth. 

An enthusiast of community involvement, Lashea was recently recognized by the Orlando
Business Journal 2021 40 Under 40 and the African American Chamber of Commerce as a 2021
Eagle Award Community Champion Finalist. Other notable accolades include being honored by
Orlando Magazine as one of the 2018 Women of the Year for her work in youth financial
education. 

Lashea has an undergraduate degree in Business Administration from Florida A&M University and
a master’s degree in Human Resources from Nova Southeastern University. Lashea also serves as a
salary negotiation facilitator for The American Association of University Women (AAUW),
Associate Board Member for the Council of Economic Education; the largest organization in the
United States that focuses on economic and financial literacy for K-12 students, and is a member of
the Orlando Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta, Sorority, Inc. 
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